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Shawn from “Juvenile Justice”
On Christmas night, Shawn, 16, attacked his sleeping father and stabbed him for no apparent reason. He claims to have no memory of him stabbing his father. According to the psychiatrist, the attack was caused by an altered state of consciousness stemming from sleep disturbance. The psychiatrist says that Shawn could have been sleepwalking. Before this incident, Shawn had other incidences of crime. He had previously been charged with strong-arm robbery stealing from a small boy and has been using alcohol and marijuana, which made him be expelled from school. Shawn has had a troubled home life; his mother was a drinker, and his father was always away on business duties. He was charged with attempted murder. The judge ordered that Shawn be placed in a restrictive juvenile detention facility for 90 days. In his first week in the detention facility, Shawn committed a sex crime against his cellmate. Shawn faces a 15-year sentence if convicted in an adult court.
Surprisingly, judge Edwards ruled that Shawn remain in the juvenile facility until he turns 19. Additionally, Shawn was given the freedom to attend his classes and private counseling services. Later, he was allowed to home and had meals with his family. The decision by the judge surprised many in the courtroom, including the prosecutor and the probation officer. 
I don’t think Shawn was treated with justice and fairness. First, I believe he should have been charged in an adult court. Attempted murder and sex offenses are serious crimes that could have warranted juvenile waiver. I feel he should have been jailed for 15 years for attempted murder. When Shawn was referred to the juvenile justice system, he committed another serious offense of engaging in sex with a cellmate. Secondly, Shawn should not have been released to attend classes and have meals with his family. Worse, though, is when the judge fails to charge Shawn with the incident of sex offense and instead allowing him to stay in the juvenile hall again. The excess freedom given to him is what makes him engage in more criminal activities. In my opinion, Shawn escaped the proper process of justice, possibly because he came from a wealthy family and was white. The sleepwalking situation is understandable because Shawn was using marijuana which could have led to the situation. This is why he attacked his father without an apparent reason. 
Additionally, attending classes and having meals with his family was unfair to other students because it amounted to inequality and discrimination. This, to me, ridiculed the US criminal justice system. The other children were not allowed to interact with their parents and remained indoors; why was Shawn treated differently? As the prosecutor said, socioeconomic status and racial background played a role in the judgment. Shawn should not have been allowed to interact with his parents before the sentence is over. 
The risk factors that should be considered include the possibility of the juvenile committing further crimes, his history of crime, the seriousness of the crime, and the dangers he poses to the community. First, the court needs to consider the juvenile's history of crime. In this case, Shawn has had a history of robbery and drug abuse. Additionally, he has had a troubled home life. This history makes Shawn makes him a high-risk person in society. Secondly, the offense he has been charged with (attempted murder) is not light. It is a serious offense. This makes him a high-risk person too. Finally, when placed in a detention facility, he commits a sex offense with a cellmate. This adds to his list of crimes committed. 
I don't think the judge considered these factors when making his judgment. If he did, he shouldn't have let Shawn attend classes and have meals with his parents. Considering his history of crime (robbery, alcohol and marijuana abuse, sex offense, and troubled home life), he shouldn't have allowed Shawn to interact with the community. His crime history makes him a danger to society. Again, if the judge considered the seriousness of the crime (attempted murder), he should have waived the case. According to Kupchik (2006), a juvenile waiver can be granted if the offense is serious and if the minor has a criminal history. Shawn should have been charged in an adult case. Finally, based on the previous crimes committed by Shawn, the judge should not have given him excess freedom that allowed him to commit more crimes like the sex offense he committed while in the detention facility. I would like to hear from the parents the child's general behavior; I would also consider the recommendations of the probation and social work officer. 
I would recommend Shawn to be placed in any residential treatment facility in California. The treatment facility will help provide therapy for substance use and behavioral problems. Since Shawn uses drugs like alcohol and marijuana, he needs to be rehabilitated in such a facility. In addition, Shawn has a sleepwalking problem, most probably caused by marijuana, that led him to stab his father. Thus, if Shawn is rehabilitated and redeemed from drug use, most of his problems will have been solved. 
The other potential option for Shawn is incarceration. Shawn's history of crime, drug abuse, and the serious crime he has committed can warrant incarceration. Shawn has a criminal record, uses marijuana and alcohol, and had a troubled home life. According to Lambie & Randell (2013), incarceration is appropriate for juveniles who have committed heinous crimes, have a history of crime, when the minor has ongoing cases, and when the minor poses a threat to society.
I would monitor the juvenile’s behavior by assessing whether he completes the assigned tasks, disturbs others, any disciplinary cases, the way they respond to instructions, and how they treat staff and other offenders. A positive can be measured through tracking their discipline in their treatment or rehabilitation programs. Finally, I would encourage them to behave appropriately, offering guidance and counseling rewarding them for good behavior. 
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